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Fans to Dubai Arena can expect ‘next level’ in live entertainment
options says Chief Programming Officer
Prolight + Sound Middle East conference to hear how 17,000-seat
indoor venue will be a game changer in regional live events sector
Dubai, UAE: A senior executive at the Dubai Arena has told future visitors
to expect ‘the next level’ in fan experience, when the purpose-built 17,000seat live entertainment indoor venue opens doors to the public for the very
first time in 2019.
Thomas Ovesen, Dubai Arena’s Chief Programming Officer, said the
soon-to-open venue will change the face of the Middle East’s live
entertainment sector, where for the first time ever fans can enjoy their
favourite act all-year-round, thanks to the 500,000 square feet fully airconditioned indoor facility located in the heart of the Emirate’s City Walk.
“Visitors to the Dubai Arena can expect the next level in fan experience,
including for the first time ever the ability to see the best music artists,
sporting events, and comedy shows in an indoor, air conditioned, and
purpose built environment,” said Ovesen.
“From the get go, there’ll be no need to consider climate or weather
issues, and even very complex and challenging show productions can
move in and out of the new facility with only little time required for build-up
and break down.”
Ovesen is a speaker at the 2nd Events, Technology and Entertainment
Development Forum during next week’s Prolight + Sound Middle East
2018 exhibition in Dubai.
He said the Dubai live events season from 2019 onwards will be all year
round rather than seasonal and the new arena will enable more quality
shows to play more often in the market.
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“This is a unique opportunity for regional event organisers and show
producers to optimise the feasibility of staging events here and we cannot
wait to support them with their Dubai Arena event promotions.”
Ovesen is part of a panel discussion at the 2nd Events, Technology and
Entertainment Development Forum, about Live Events versus Virtual
Reality and the where the region’s event industry is heading to. He said
the Middle East has come a long way in recent years with regards hosting
live events.
“We might still be an emerging market but in the UAE, and Dubai in
particular, with the introduction of more entertainment venues, parks and
theme parks and indeed purpose built live entertainment venues like the
Opera House and now Dubai Arena, we’re already becoming a natural
stop over for most touring shows and artists - and going forward also
during the hot summer months,” added Ovesen.
Taking place from 23-25 September 2018 at the Dubai International
Convention and Exhibition Centre, the 2nd Events, Technology and
Entertainment Development Forum is a key focal point of Prolight + Sound
Middle East, the region’s foremost trade fair dedicated to technologies and
services for the entertainment, events, creation and media industries.
Other speakers at the engaging forum include Elie Khairallah, Technical
Director of UAE-based Venuetech, who oversaw the installation of a new
complete sound system for Abu Dhabi’s Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque.
Khairallah said installing a state-of-the-art sound system customised for
24/7 continuous operability had some unique challenges: “In such an
iconic project like the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque, where the walls are in
special marble covered in gold and precious materials, we had to take
extra precautions to avoid any damage,” said Khairallah.
“The other challenge was working after 10pm since the Mosque remains
operational during the day with visitors from all over the world. In the end
though, our greatest satisfaction was in providing the highest performance
and exceeding our expected simulation, and to handover the project within
the timeline.”
Tim Routledge, Director at Tim Routledge Lighting Design, is another
featured speaker at the 2nd Events, Technology and Entertainment Prolight + Sound Middle East
Development Forum. With a career in lighting design that spans more 23-25September 2018, Dubai UAE
than 25 years, Routledge is most well-known for his work on major tours
for Beyonce, Sam Smith, ELO, Take That, Florence and the Machine and
Rita Ora.
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Speaking of the need for concert lighting and stage designers to push the
creative envelope, Routledge said: “Productions more than ever are taking
their inspiration from architecture, and vice versa, as well as fashion and
art more and more. So we should challenge the spaces that we perform in.
Arena shows can become stale and there are many ways we can explore
and use the spaces.
“There’s a bit of an arms race with artistes to have unique shows, no one
wants the same old style of show so we are being asked to look at all
possibilities of where and how to stage a show. Breaking the rules on
lighting doesn’t just apply to a whole show.
“Look at one individual song in a show and look how you can break
convention. Concert lighting is not just about a moving light rig anymore,
you can create a rig using anything. Wiggling moving lights around feels
cheap and old now - it’s more about detail and concept.”
Jonathan Tulip, AV Specialist for Venav Technology Consultants, will also
host a Tech Talk on AV schematics in the Application Age. Tulip said the
progress in AV technology has set the stage for an exciting future: “The
current approach to AV schematics has been overtaken by technology and
we’ve moved from analogue and digital signals travelling along discrete
wires to multiple signal streams travelling along dynamically assigned
network paths.”
“The traditional AV schematic no longer has the capacity to describe
today’s network and application based systems. When everything is
networked, all points are interconnected and the humble wiring diagram
loses its meaning.
“While the rules are the same only the language has changed,” added
Tulip. “Audio Visual has the same aims and goals; the evolution is in the
tools we use to deliver those goals, whatever the user experience, be that
entertainment, presentation, remote collaboration, advertising or
education.”
The 2nd Events, Technology and Entertainment Development Forum at
Prolight + Sound Middle East 2018 will feature more than 35 speakers,
and brings together leading government stakeholders and experts to
discuss trends and strategies in developing iconic attractions and industry
partnerships that drive long-term success.
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Ahmed Pauwels, CEO of Messe Frankfurt Middle East, the organiser of
Prolight + Sound Middle East, said: “It’s important for venue operators
and event developers to capitalise on the Middle East’s enormous
potential.
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“The 2nd Events Creation and Entertainment Development Forum – with its
specialised focus on the latest trends and developments in the field – will
provide vital learning opportunities for regional industry representatives,
while also presenting an important interactive platform to network with
leading experts in the field.”
Now in its 3rd edition, Prolight + Sound Middle East 2018 will feature more
than 40 exhibitors from 11 countries representing 120-plus brands,
including Claypake, Robe, Bose, FBT, Monacor International, Venuetech,
and Stageline.
The three-day event, from 23-25 September 2018, returns with its
successful Dante training workshop by Audinate, where AV professionals
can gather more in-depth knowledge about key design concepts and
common technologies deployed in typical medium-sized Dante networks
Prolight + Sound Middle East is the fifth instalment of the international
network of Prolight + Sound events worldwide, and is co-located with Light
Middle East 2018, the region’s dedicated exhibition, conference, and
awards for lighting design and technology. More information is available
at: www.pls.ae.messefrankfurt.com.
-ENDSNotes to editors:
For further details about Prolight + Sound fairs listed below, please visit www.prolightsound.com/worldwide.
Prolight + Sound NAMM Russia
13 – 15 September 2018, Moscow
Prolight + Sound Shanghai
10 – 13 October 2018, Shanghai
Prolight + Sound
2 – 5 April 2019, Frankfurt
Prolight + Sound Guangzhou
24 – 27 February 2019, Guangzhou

Background information on Messe Frankfurt
Messe Frankfurt is the world’s largest trade fair, congress and event organiser with its own
exhibition grounds. With more than 2,300 employees at some 30 locations, the company
generates annual sales of around €647 million. Thanks to its far-reaching ties with the relevant
sectors and to its international sales network, the Group looks after the business interests of its
customers effectively. A comprehensive range of services – both onsite and online – ensures
that customers worldwide enjoy consistently high quality and flexibility when planning, organising
and running their events. The wide range of services includes renting exhibition grounds, trade
fair construction and marketing, personnel and food services. With its headquarters in Frankfurt
am Main, the company is owned by the City of Frankfurt (60 percent) and the State of Hesse (40
percent).
For more information, please visit our website at:
www.messefrankfurt.com | www.congressfrankfurt.de | www.festhalle.de
About Messe Frankfurt Middle East GmbH
The portfolio of events for Messe Frankfurt Middle East includes Automechanika Dubai,
Automechanika Jeddah, Automechanika Riyadh, Beautyworld Middle East, Hardware+Tools
Middle East, Intersec, Intersec Saudi Arabia, Leatherworld Middle East, Light Middle East,
Materials Handling Middle East, Materials Handling Saudi Arabia, Paperworld Middle East, and
Prolight + Sound Middle East. The subsidiary also organises a series of conferences and
seminars including the BOHS Worker Health Protection Conference, the Business in Beauty
Summit, the Light Middle East Conference, Smart Traffic Middle East, and Future Mobility. For
more information, please visit our website at www.messefrankfurtme.com
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